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KIT-PINZ Coat Color

Test Release

This spring, AICA released a new optional
coat color genetic test for Charolais cattle: the
KIT-PINZ test.

The KIT locus underlying color pattern in
Charolais—sometimes referred to as the
“skunk tail” pattern—appears to be a naturally
occurring trait in some Charolais genetics. It is
typically identified by a white tail and, in
some cases, a white line extending over the
tailhead. Due to the dilution gene, this pattern
is rarely observed in purebreds but is more
commonly expressed in crossbreeding.
Importantly, the KIT pattern has no negative
correlation with performance or production
traits. Research indicates codominant
inheritance, with the KIT-PINZ mutation
being incompletely dominant, resulting in
varying degrees of white expression.

To ensure scientific accuracy, AICA worked
with Dr. Jon Beever (University of
Tennessee), who validated the test across
multiple bloodlines and confirmed its ability
to identify both heterozygous and
homozygous animals.

At this time, samples must be submitted
directly to Dr. Beever. UPS is the preferred
shipping method due to delivery reliability.
Turnaround time is comparable to other
genotyping providers. TSU samples are
preferred, while hair and blood cards may
require additional processing time.

Until incorporation into AICA’s 100K panel,
members should contact:

Jon Beever Professor & Director UTIA
Genomics Center for the Advancement of
Agriculture Phone: 217-841-0813 Email:
jbeever@tennessee.edu

Cost: $17 per animal.

AICA Evaluations

AICA has increased evaluation frequency from
nine runs annually to monthly releases,
scheduled for the first business day of each
month.

e May, June, and July evaluations will
include AICA-only EPD updates, rather
than joint AICA/CCA releases. A full
schedule is available at
www.charolaisusa.com.

AccuSire Progeny
Testing Program

2026 marks the second year of the AccuSire
Progeny Testing Program. This initiative
allows members to improve EPD accuracy
through standardized ranch, feedlot, and
harvest data collection.

In partnership with West Texas A&M
University (WTAMU), nominated sires will be
bred via Al into the WTAMU research herd.
Resulting progeny will be genotyped and
evaluated across a full suite of traits, including:
- Birthweight, Weaning & Yearling Weight
- Carcass Ultrasound/Harvest Records

- Feed Intake

- Foot Structure

- Docility

- Calf Vigor

This program enhances genetic evaluation
accuracy, supports better mating decisions, and
reduces risk for bull buyers.

Participation is limited to 10 bulls. For
enrollment, contact Brett Spader at
bspader@charolaisusa.com or (816) 464-2474
ext. 101.

April AICA Evaluation

N records for each trait in NCE

Trait March April Diff
bw 2,230,057 2,234,395 4,338
ww 1,624,224 1,627,207 2,983
pwg 657,996 661,897 3,901
sc 101,502 102,283 781
ce 404,576 405,287 711
cwt 17,157 17,157 0
scanwt 102,395 103,613 1,218
rea 17,358 17,358 0
urea 103,241 104,459 1,218
fat 17,049 17,049 0
ufat 96,377 97,595 1,218
urumpfat 53,599 53,813 214
marb 16,935 16,935 0
uimf 100,633 101,751 1,218
udder 129,282 130,705 1,423
teat 129,282 130,705 1,423
doc 7,702 7,914 212

.

AICA New Trait
Development

Expanding relevant traits within the evaluation
remains a key focus of this committee.
Current data submitted (AICA & CCA
combined):

e Foot Structure - 3,571

e Calf Vigor - 24,465

e Mothering Ability- 15,305

e Mature Weight - 41,449

2025 AccuSire Update

Confirmed pregnancies from 2025 Al

breeding:
Bull ID Pregnancies

LCC Fully Loaded 9742
Schurrtop Big Step 0050 P
WC Encompass 0507P
FTJ Monticello 1806
JMAR Kinsman 3J82

Fink 3286 of 058 Sage
CCC Johnny Ringo 3056 P
SCM Sheriff K106

Calves are due March 20 and April 11, 2026.

58th Annual BIF
Research Symposium

and Convention

June 1-4, 2026 Boise Centre, 850 W Front St,

Boise, ID Full schedule:
https://beefimprovement.org

Registry & Digital
Infrastructure
Improvements

In addition to CattleMax, AICA now offers a
CowSense upload template, allowing
producers to streamline data submission from
herd management software into the registry.
Bulk data upload functionality for new traits in
development has also been completed since the

fall meeting.
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AICA Genomic Partners
Transitions & Continuity

Neogen announced its sale to Zoetis, effective
summer 2026. AICA’s contract with Neogen
will remain valid through its term, and plans
are to continue offering testing through
Neogen until further notice. Final aspects of
AICA’s imputation pipeline—which allows
multiple labs to provide genomic results in the
Charolais evaluation—are being double-
checked in the April evaluation run.

Total Trait Genomic
Bundle Pricing

We have successfully negotiated with Neogen
and Zoetis to lower member pricing for 100K
testing from $50 to $40 per animal. In
addition, we have secured the ability to offer
additional add-ons (Neogen-PA, HPS, Dilutor;
Zoetis-HPS, Dilutor) at no charge until June 1.
We appreciate their understanding and support
of our goal to greatly increase genomic testing
and strengthen the connectivity of our
evaluation.

At this time, PA testing is only available
through Neogen. With full utilization of the
Genomic Credit Program, the cost for this
bundle is reduced to $20 per animal.

Genomic Credit Program

The Genomic Credit Program has seen strong
member support since its launch in 2025,
demonstrating breeders’ willingness to invest
in data-driven genetic improvement when
financial barriers are reduced. Designed to
offset genomic testing costs, the program
provides credits for submitting key
performance data—including ultrasound, foot
structure, docility, mothering ability, feed
intake, and carcass traits—helping improve the
accuracy of genetic evaluations and EPDs.
Members can receive a $5 credit per
phenotypic trait submitted, capped at $20 per
animal. Strong early participation led to
expanded funding for 2026, reinforcing the
association’s commitment to measurable
performance and long-term genetic progress.
Please contact Sarah Almond

(salmond@charolaisusa.com) to enroll.

In 2025, AICA issued $31,845 in credits to
members. Initially, 52 accounts applied for the
credit, but only 35 accounts received it due to
not ordering DNA tests or failing to submit the
indicated traits. Had all applicants qualified,
the total would have been $76,000. For 2026,
the AICA Board allocated $120,000 in
potential rebates. The AICA Genomic Credit
Program has resulted in a 67% increase in
testing over the last six months.

YW 1,871
Docility 1,574
Feet 1,139
Vigor 1,915
Ultrasound 759

Phenotypic trait submissions tied to the 2025
Genomic Credit Program. Feed intake and
dam information received no 2025
submissions tied to this program.

USDA MARC
Germplasm Evaluation
Program

Staff worked with USDA Meat Animal
Research Center personnel to update sires for
the Germplasm Evaluation Program (GEP) by
providing information on breed trends, top sire
lists, progeny and record counts, and bull
owner contact details.

Charolais sire genetics in the program have not

been updated in nine years, making this a
critical opportunity to reflect the breed’s
genetic progress in economically relevant
traits. While it will take time for resulting calf
data—especially carcass traits—to enter the
system, this update is expected to strengthen
across-breed EPD comparisons, heterosis
modeling, and data-driven initiatives such as
Power of Yield.

Genomic Testing
Adoption

While genomic testing adoption across active
herds continues to increase, we remain focused
on expanding use—particularly among
younger sires and replacement females.
Spring bull marketing showed a strong
increase in value for 100K tested bulls, as
buyers recognize the added reliability of
genomically-enhanced EPDs and the certainty
of verified parentage. The Helical system,
which has enabled in-house parentage
verification over the past year, completes this
value chain for members while giving bull
buyers greater confidence in Charolais
genetics.

We anticipate that the AICA bundle pricing
will drive additional testing of younger
animals, further strengthening the evaluation
and increasing trust in our genetic tools. These
tools also support faster generation turnover
and greater selection pressure, accelerating
genetic progress in key industry traits such as
performance, calving ease, and carcass merit.
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