The Value of
Charolais on the Rail
Heavily muscled carcasses have a place in today’s beef market.
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Once at the packing plant, overhead
costs are the same to process a 600 pound
(lb.) carcass as they are for a 1,000 lb.
carcass. “Packing plants don’t want to
process 600-lb. carcasses,” said Gretchen
Mafi, professor of meat science and Boulware Endowed Chair of Animal Science
for Oklahoma State University, at the
American-International Charolais Association October 2017 Listening and Learning
Industry Session.
Luckily, for users of Charolais genetics,
600 lb. carcasses are rarely an issue.
“Charolais’ greatest strength is red meat
yield and cutability. The ability that [the
breed] has to produce calves that grow
well and have a high propensity for muscling, produces meat that we can utilize,”
said Mafi.

people and provide more high quality
protein sources.”
Her third reason for encouraging cattlemen to produce more pounds is efficiency.
As noted earlier, it takes the same labor;
it takes the same equipment; it takes the
same utilization of time at the packing
plant to slaughter and break down a 600
lb. carcass as it does a 1,000 lb. carcass.
Plants are designed around a continual
movement chain, and all carcasses are
treated equally—heavy or light.
Mafi did offer a word of warning, however. “One thing that I caution about when
we say increasing pounds, is make sure it
is increasing cutability, not just weight.”
In other words, carcasses that are heavy
because of fat cover are not the goal for
increasing pounds of beef.
There is, nevertheless, a point of

“One thing that I caution about
when we say increasing pounds,
is make sure it is increasing cutability, not just weight.”
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“Moving forward, it is important
for breeders to remember that
single-step is not a replacement
for performance records nor is
it a “silver bullet”. In fact, single-step relies on more actual
phenotypic data.“
n page 2 n

“Charolais has a tremendous
ability to put beef on the
ground—their tremendous
poundage from weaning on
up. They’ve got great gains.”
n page 6 n

Gretchen Mafi is a professor of meat science at Oklahoma State University. She presented on cutability and value-added cuts at the American-International Charolais
Association October 2017 Listening and Learning Industry Session hosted by The Noble
Foundation.

One advantage Charolais has over other
breeds is they can continue to select for
improved quality while taking advantage
of increased muscle and yield, which
are very valuable to our industry,
she continued.
Paid Per Pound
Increasing muscle and yield is important “because we’re still paid on a price per
hundredweight or price per pound basis,”
she said. As far as the future is concerned,
Mafi doesn’t see that type of transaction
changing.
Additionally, she added, it’s not new
news; world population is projected to
double by 2050. “We have to feed more

diminishing returns on carcasses that are
too large. Today’s packing plants were
designed around fabricating 700-900 lb.
carcasses. Everything in the plant from
box size to pallet stacking is automated to
fit that average-size carcass. In an attempt
to control logistics, packers discount 1,050
lb. and higher carcasses.
“As far as from a feeder and a producer
[perspective], obviously there’s diminishing returns over 1,050 because of the
discount,” said Mafi.
Nonetheless, in Mafi’s opinion that’s a
dynamic number.
“I think a packer will work around as
heavy as they get, but I think we have
(continued on page 4)
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Going Forward by Looking Back
The performance movement in the beef
industry didn’t just start with expected
progeny differences (EPDs). By recently
implementing single-step methodology,
AICA is using the most proven and advanced technology available to registered
seedstock producers. However, to understand where we are today, looking back
nearly a century provides an interesting
framework.
In “A Historic Angus Journey,” author
Keith Evans states, “Beef performance
advocates were inspired by the progress
that had been made by the dairy industry.
Bovine performance records were generally accepted as state of the art by dairy
breeders. The first Holstein records on
yearly milk production were reported in
1870… Research into scientific beef cattle
breeding was initiated in 1926 at the Fort
Keogh Livestock and Range Research
Laboratory in Miles City, Mont., funded
primarily by the federal government. From
this early work came the first heritability
estimates.”
By the late 1940s to mid 1950s, most
land grant universities had established beef
cattle improvement programs. Leading animal scientists began career-long research
that eventually led to the very first genetic
evaluation tools.
To insinuate that all beef producers
were in agreement would be a complete
falsehood! In fact, the evolution of the
performance movement and introduction
to genetic evaluation tools, historically,
may be one of the greatest points of dissention among all breed associations and
members. In most cases, the challenging
discussion over decades has been positive
overall and has led to the here and now
and the most robust, dynamic methodology in our history.
The December release of the 2018
National Cattle Evaluation is AICA’s first
implementation of single-step genomic
methodology. Dr. Sally Northcutt, Method

By J. Neil Orth
AICA Executive Vice President

Genetics LLC, an AICA genetic consultant
in the January 2018 issue of the Charolais
Journal, discusses single-step in “Genetic Evaluation Update: Improving the
Use of Genomic Data in AICA EPDs.”
Single-step incorporates performance,
pedigree and genotypic data into a more
accurate EPD. Northcutt details the switch
to single-step and explains several of the
most noticeable differences.
A noticeable change will be in the
interim EPD routine. Interim EPDs for a
DNA-tested animal will not be generated
for new animals or modified on existing
animals when genomic results are first
returned to the Association. The genomic
results will be incorporated into an individual animal’s EPDs as the next scheduled national cattle evaluation is being
completed. Pedigree-estimated predictions
are denoted with “PE” and Interim EPDs
based on only phenotypic records (no genomics) are denoted with an “I”. They will
still appear on the EPD Animal Search.
Moving forward, it is important for
breeders to remember that single-step is
not a replacement for performance records
nor is it a “silver bullet”. In fact, single-step relies on more actual phenotypic
data. Phenotypic records, such as birth,
weaning, yearling weights and ultrasound
scan measures, along with genomic tests

and complete pedigrees are key pieces of
a complex puzzle to provide a producer
more predictable genetic selection tools.
Moving to single-step enables Charolais breeders to select a more economical
genomic testing option. The GGP BOV50,
available through Neogen/GeneSeek,
provides the same robust 50K genomic
data, plus parent verification at a lower
price point.
Even though single-step methodology is
the most modern and robust genetic evaluation tool we have today, recommending
the change was made after lengthy and
careful deliberation. The AICA breed
improvement committee has spent the last
year researching the details and discussing
the possible switch with our genetic consultants, Sally Northcutt and Bill Bowman.
Countless “what if” scenarios were calculated, tests were conducted and the final
analysis done with complete confidence in
the change to single-step.
One more reference from A Historic Angus Journey. A.D. “Dad” Weber, dean of
the College of Agriculture at Kansas State
University, most surely lobbed a grenade
in 1955 while addressing the National
Angus Conference in Stillwater, Oklahoma. “There is an urgent need for new
procedures… for producing bulls that will
consistently sire more profitable calves
of uniformly high quality and greater
efficiency… It seems to me that you have
not met your challenge fully and squarely… This work warrants your interest and
support if for no other reason than… it
appeals to the commercial cattleman, and
I predict all become increasingly useful to
him in the years ahead.”
No doubt, “Dad” Weber would be
proud today. Surely, he would recognize
the extraordinary progress that’s been
made within Charolais and the beef
industry’s efforts to develop and prove
accurate tools to predict the traits of economic importance.
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Dennis Charolais Farm & Guests

BeefGene Bull Sale
Saturday, February 3, 2018 Sulphur Springs Livestock Commission Sulphur Springs, Texas
1 p.m. Lunch Provided

Selling 80 Breeding Age Charolais Bulls
15-24 months of age

● Raised in large grass traps
● Fed high roughage ration
● No bulk feeders

Lot 3
M897560 Sired by Patriot

Lot 18
M892156 Diablo x Rocketfuel

Lot 11
M897553 Sired by Swagger

Lot 15
Lot 30
M895342 Sired by Ledger

For a sale catalog or more information, contact:

M897552 Trifecta x Relentless

Lot 32
M881047 Sired by Solid Gold

Dennis Charolais Farm
Eric, Angie, Haley & Brayden Dennis

170 Rock Bluff Road, Saint Jo, TX 76265
(940) 841-2792 • edennis591@yahoo.com

Videos on select bulls will be posted
on the Dennis Charolais Facebook
page two weeks prior to sale.
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Charolais on the Rail
(continued from page 1)

to rethink how we utilize them? Do we
change our fabrication method? Are we
taking advantage of that red meat yield
and cutability percentage at that heavier
weight, and how heavy can we push that
and not just be adding fat, external fat?”
As for right now, Mafi believes with
proper management Charolais producers
and feeders can keep even high growth
cattle below the carcass discount.
Don’t background too long, said Mafi.
Get those cattle to the feedlot, before they
get too big, so they can have the proper
number of days on feed, to reach quality
targets, before they enter the packinghouse.
Even with today’s high-growth genetics
and the strong feed efficiency numbers
being put up by Charolais cattle, Mafi
doesn’t think too heavy carcasses is a big
problem.
“To get to that weight, we’re looking at
1,650 lb. or heavier live weights, so we
probably don’t have that.”
But that 1,050 lb. discount then begs the
question: When selecting for growth, when
do we stop. How high is too high?
“That’s a number I don’t think we know
for sure what it is,” answered Mafi. “I
think managed properly their carcass-

es won’t be too heavy, and we can take
advantage of that growth potential and that
value that it brings. It still comes back to
management.”
Yield Grade
All carcasses that enter USDA inspected packinghouses are assigned a yield
grade (YG) according to their cutability
or percent of boneless, closely trimmed
retail cuts (% BCTRC). When discussing
cutability, often the term “red meat yield”
is used. Red meat yield can be used interchangeably with cutability, but it usually
refers to the actual sellable cuts or red
meat being yielded from the carcass after
fabrication.
Yield grades are assigned on a scale of
one through five:
USDA graders evaluate carcasses for
YG using the hot carcass weight, adjusted
fat thickness (measured at the 12th rib),
ribeye area (measured between the 12th
and 13th rib) and percent of kidney, pelvic
and heart fat on the carcass.
The current YG system was developed
in the 1960s. “Obviously cattle have
changed a lot since the ‘60s,” noted Mafi.
“Our type of cattle, our use of genetics,
our improvement, their efficiency, their
ability to gain, and their shapes and deposition of muscle and deposition of fat are
different.”

It has recently been
proposed that the current
system isn’t always an
accurate predictor of YG,
especially concerning
heavier muscled carcasses.
“Maybe we should look
at things to give those
cattle that have higher
red meat yields a little
bit more advantage in a
yield grading system,” she
suggested.
It depends on the end
user, but in general, Mafi’s
opinion is that a YG 2 is
an ideal YG in today’s
cattle.

Gretchen Mafi is pictured second from the right.

Quality Sells
USDA quality grades (Prime, Choice,
Select, Standard) are also assigned to carcasses at the packing plant and are based
on the carcass’ overall maturity and marbling. Each quality grade has levels within
it, for example meat may be graded high
Choice, average Choice or low Choice.
The quality grading system is a way of
predicting eating quality and palatability.
Prime will have less variability in tenderness than Standard.
Changes to the quality grading system
have recently been implemented. USDA

now recognizes dentition as a method to
estimate maturity for cattle less than 30
months of age.
A continual push from the industry to
increase quality has led to higher average
quality grades.
“A few years ago in our industry, we
would have said ideal is to grade low
Choice,” said Mafi. “I think now we would
probably say ideal is to grade average
Choice, and we continue to push that.”
While it is accepted industry wide that
Charolais has excellent red meat yield and
cutability, sometimes the quality grade of
the meat isn’t on par with the
(continued on page 10)

Tested • Proven • Guaranteed

Stewart Charolais
& Red Angus

11th Annual Bull Sale

February 10

Saturday,
, 2018
12 noon • Madison Sale Barn
Madison, South Dakota

Stewart Charolais & Red Angus
44399 207th St. • Lake Preston, SD 57249
Jeff & Linda Stewart • Katherine Haler • Matt & Jackie Clark
Jeff’s Cell 605-860-1187 • Katherine’s Cell 507-215-1470
Matt’s Cell 605-690-1676

CHAROLAIS EDGE

The bulls pictured are all out of first calf heifers and
AI sired by 3 of our top home raised bulls sold in
our 2015 sale. They have done well and have some
outstanding numbers to go with them. These are
some of top prospects in this years sale and have
some of the best gains since weaning. As of Dec.
10th all weigh 1100 lbs. or more.

ULTRASOUND CARCASS TESTED

29TH ANNUAL
Bull Sale
Friday, February 9, 2018
1 p.m. MST

Bowman Auction Market • Bowman, ND

HC Polar Express 7006 P
EPDs:

CE
BW WW YW MLK MTNL
SC
TSI
4.4 -.7
42
82
7
28
1.8
227
Sire: HC Polar Express 5052 P MGS: LT Ledger 0332 P
BD: 2/22/17 BW: 87 AWW/Ind: 778/103 60 day ADG: 5.22

We also have a huge selection of bulls sired
by Polar Vortex 324 (they are stout) and OW
Maximizer S013- 4253 (who sired some of the top
weaning indexes) along with bulls sired by DCR
Morton Y15,TR PZC BCC Mr Diablo 3767, LT Trail
Blazer 5115 and more. We feel this is the best set
of bulls we have ever offered, the quality is deep
from front to back.

Reeder, ND
Due to the extreme drought
in our area we have a select
group of yearling heifers
for sale private treaty.
Give us a call if your interested.



60

HC Polar Express 7035 P
EPDs:

CE
BW WW YW MLK MTNL
SC
TSI
4.3
-1.0 46 81
7
30
1.7
224
Sire: HC Polar Express 5052 P MGS: LT Ledger 0332 P
BD: 3/1/17 BW: 85 AWW/Ind: 820/109 60 day ADG: 4.39

SELLING

page 5



PUREBRED YEARLING

Charolais Bulls

Bulls fed
free until
April 1!

HC Polar Express 7036 P
EPDs:

CE
BW WW YW MLK MTNL
SC
TSI
4.7
.2
41 75
10
30
1.3
215
Sire: HC Polar Express 5052 P MGS: TR Mr. Diablo 3767 P
BD: 3/1/17 BW: 94 AWW/Ind: 823/109 60 day ADG: 4.78

Free
delivery
within
250 miles
Satisfaction
guaranteed.

HC Legendary 7012 P

EPDs:

CE
BW WW YW MLK MTNL
SC
TSI
8.7 -2.5 35
64
9
26
1.4
211
Sire: HC Legendary 5013 P MGS: WCR Big Ben 366 P
BD: 2/24/17 BW: 85 AWW/Ind: 808/107 60 day ADG: 4.49

HC Polar Express 7060 P
EPDs:

CE
BW WW YW MLK MTNL
SC
TSI
5.1
-.1 42
85
9
30
1.7
228
Sire: HC Polar Express 5052 P MGS: Eatons Paycheck 20078 P
BD: 3/6/17 BW: 94 AWW/Ind: 809/107 60 day ADG: 4.58

HC Legendary 7046 P
EPDs:

CE
BW WW YW MLK MTNL
SC
TSI
6.1
-.4 48
81 3
27
1.3
222
Sire: HC Legendary 5013 P MGS: HC Gain & Grade 244 P
BD: 3/3/17 BW: 96 AWW/Ind: 890/118 60 day ADG: 3.64

HC Legacy 7053 P
EPDs:

CE
BW WW YW MLK MTNL
SC
TSI
2.5
1.0 46 83
11
34
1.6
224
Sire: BHC Legacy 5029 P
MGS: WCR Polar Vortex 324 P
BD: 3/4/17 BW: 95 AWW/Ind: 889/ 116 60 day ADG: 3.29

For a sale booklet or more information, call, write or e-mail us:

HC Legacy 7039 P
EPDs:

CE
BW WW YW MLK MTNL
SC
TSI
2.2
1.9
44 78
11
33
1.4
219
Sire BHC Legacy 5029 P MGS: HC Intimidator 612 P
BD: 3/2/17 BW: 103 AWW/Ind: 850/113 60 day ADG: 4.34

Ryan & Rhonda Honeyman
1006 11th Street NW • Reeder, ND 58649
701-853-2870 • Ryan 701-928-0788
honeymancharolais@hotmail.com

Blake Honeyman
701-206-0272
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Increasing Marbling in White Cattle
Texas rancher has achieved the pounds he wants from his Charolais bulls. Now, he is looking to add marbling.
By Paige Nelson

There are commercial cattlemen who do
as little record keeping as possible. I know
of one ranch that doesn’t tag the calves,
“because it takes away from profit.” Then,
there’s Max Martin, owner of JX Ranch in
Loving, Texas.
Martin is a firm believer that to be a
beef producer, “you’ve got to know your
product.” He raises only terminal calves,
so in order to know his product he studies
his bulls.
JX Ranch
Martin has been using Charolais bulls
on an Angus, black baldie, Red Angus and
red baldie cow herd for nearly 20 years.
He calves both spring and fall and will
keep his calves as stockers before sending
them to the feedlot. Martin has developed
a relationship with two feedlots, the stronger of which is CRI Feeders in Guymon,
Okla. Depending on the year and market,
Martin will retain full or partial ownership
or sell the calves to the feedlot.
A reliable relationship with the feedlot is
important to Martin. He wants to know his

have best practices around it. For
example, when we
handle our cattle,
we use the same
cowboys all the
time. Everybody
knows that we
want good handling
practices. We want
good med practices right down to
needle usage, right
In his quest for increasing marbling in his commercial cow
down to keeping
herd, Max Martin understands that ‘pounds sell, but quality
refrigeration on the
pounds sell better’.
meds, just all those
calves are headed to a place that will push
fundamental things.”
them to reach the genetic potential he has
He primarily buys bulls from Derry
so carefully bred into them.
Wright, owner of Wright Charolais in
Yet, while genetics are everything,
Richmond, Mo.
they are nothing in the absence of good
“I like Derry. He stands behind his
management. JX Ranch uses a stringent
product, he’s a very EPD savvy guy, and
immunization protocol.
he’s trying to bring those EPDs up on
“We try to really be students of disease
marbling, and he knows what I’m looking
prevention,” says Martin.
for,” says Martin.
“What we try to do is have a tremendous
Because Martin maintains both a spring
immunization program, and we just try to
and fall calving herd, both herds operating

NEBRASKA’S
Best Kept Secret

Broberg’s Resource D52
BD: 4-5-16, M897347
(CCC WC Resource 417 x Bluegrass)

BW: 91, AWW: 760 lbs. Ratio:
113, EPDs: BW: 0.6, WW: 41,
YW: 69

ANNUAL BULL SALE

1 pm • February 14, 2018
At the Farm • Tilden, Nebraska

Broberg’s Bluegrass D187
M897195, BD: 8-11-16
(Bluegrass x LT Western Edge)

BW: 86, WW Ratio: 109,
EPDs: BW: -2.6, WW: 23, YW: 49

Broberg’s Resource D20
BD: 3-19-16, M897348
(CCC WC Resource 417 x Bluegrass)

Selling: 55 AGE ADVANTAGED
Charolais Bulls
20 Spring 2016 Two Year Olds
29 Fall 2016 Eighteen Month Olds
7 Spring 2017 Yearlings

BW: 82, AWW: 628 lbs., EPDs:
BW: -2.1, WW: 27, YW: 51
Sale Manager:
Greg Hubert
P.O. Box 100
Oakley, KS 67748
785-672-3195 (office)
785-672-7449 (cellular)

TILDEN, NE
Loren: 402-750-1967 lorenbroberg@icloud.com
Brent: 402-640-8645 brentbroberg@yahoo.com

under a strict 60-day breeding season, he
uses his bulls four months out of the year.
“My economics say I buy more expensive bulls,” explains Martin, “but I use
them twice a year, which basically says
even though I’m buying a more expensive bull, my bull cost is half of what the
normal rancher is paying.”
Distance is not an issue when it comes
to buying bulls out of state for Martin.
“I don’t buy ‘good guy’ bulls. I buy high
EPD bulls. I want to go to a sale where
there’s a lot of choice.”
Numbers Game
To Martin, “a lot of choice” means a
sale offering of several bulls in the top
30% of the breed for yearling weight, ribeye area and marbling, without sacrificing
calving ease, with American-International
Charolais Association (AICA) terminal
sire index (TSI) scores of at least 205 or
higher.
Martin knows exactly what he wants
(continued on page 8)
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Great Faces – Great Places
For Charolais Genetics

In South Dakota There Are Three Great Places To Buy Great Charolais Genetics
From Some Of The Greatest Charolais Breeders In The Country!

Sioux Empire Farm Show Charolais Show & Sale
Thursday, January 25, 2018 • W.H. Lyons Fairgrounds, Sioux Falls, S.D.
Charolais Show: 8:00 am; Sale: 12:30 pm

2017 Champions

A Midwest tradition of high quality bulls, bred females and show
heifer prospects. Don’t miss this exciting Charolais event featuring
some of the Midwest’s finest.
For Further Information & Sale Booklets, contact—
Dean Odden—Ree Heights, SD • 605-943-5601
Brian Driscoll—DeSmet, SD • 605-203-1289
Weston Geppert—Charolais Journal Rep • 605-933-1387
www.siouxempirefarmshow.org

Champion Female

Champion Bull

Black Hills Stock Show Charolais Show & Sale
Tuesday, January 30, 2018 • Rushmore Plaza Civic Center, Rapid City, S.D.
Charolais Show: 10:00 am; Sale: 1:00 pm
Without a doubt, the breed’s top multi-consignor bull sale! Multiple
national champion bulls have come out of this sale along with
numerous herd sires. Top quality females can be your claim at this
sale as well, Including elite show heifers and bred females.
For Further Information & Sale Booklets, contact—
Donnie Leddy—Stockholm, SD • 605-695-0113
Black Hills Stock Show Office • 605-355-3861
Colt Keffer—Charolais Journal Rep • 765-376-8784
www.blackhillsstockshow.com

Champion Female

2017 Champions

Champion Bull

South Dakota Showplace Charolais Show & Sale
Wednesday, February 7, 2018 • Watertown Winter Farm Show, Watertown, S.D.
Show: 8:00 am; Sale: 12:00 pm Noon
Sponsored by the South Dakota Charolais Breeders Association,
this sale will feature lots from many of the elite programs in
South Dakota that have sculpted the Charolais breed nationwide.
Selling bulls and females for the most discriminating breeder.
For Further Information & Sale Booklets, contact—
Alan Vedvei—Lake Preston, SD • 605-860-1135
Scott Jensen—Lake Preston, SD • 605-860-1226
Weston Geppert—Charolais Journal Rep • 605-933-1387

Champion Female

2017 Champions

Champion Bull
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Increasing Marbling…

200s. Now I’m buying 205s, 208s and trying to get that terminal sire index up into
the 208, 210 area. Of course I’m a commercial guy, so I’ve got to see this stuff be
economically viable,” he clarifies.

(continued from page 6)

in his bulls because he knows what kind
of beef product he wants on the rail. He
knows what his current beef product is
because he tracks it all the way from sire
to processor.
Martin keeps a working record of his
entire bull battery. It includes each bull’s
registration number and corresponding
AICA percentile rankings for yearling
weight, ribeye area and marbling. Also
listed are the bulls’ EPD values for calving
ease and yearling weight, birth date, and
TSI score. This document also contains
a listing of the cow herd’s nutrition and
protein supplementation schedule, immunization program, calf preconditioning
program, stocker program and calf performance history including average daily
gain in the feedlot and carcass data.
Every time Martin sends a truckload
of calves to the feedlot, he also sends this
document to the feedlot manager.
“I publish all of my bull data, so they
know the EPDs of the bull, and of course,
they have the calves on the ground. They
watch them from a health point of view,
and they watch them from a gain point of
view. Then, they know the U.S. Premium
Beef grid, and that basically says ‘Hey,

here’s a guy that has a good solid disease
prevention program and here’s a guy that
knows bulls and knows the EPDs of the
bulls and how to put a bull on the ground
that will produce a calf that will gain and
produce on the grid,’” says Martin.
Besides recording all known data about
his cattle, Martin dips a toe into the seedstock pond by parentage testing his calves.
He wants to know which bulls are working
the best, and he wants to see his EPDs

Adding Marbling
“Pounds sell, but quality pounds sell
better,” states Martin.
During his evolution from a producer of
commodity beef only, to a premium beef
supplier, Martin recognized he had met his
quantity goals. Now, he seeks for quality
pounds.
“Most of the market is pounds, so
naturally I wanted to start on the quantity side,” he says. “Charolais has a
tremendous ability to put beef on the
ground—their tremendous poundage from
weaning on up. They’ve got great gains.
Unfortunately, I don’t have the quality that
I want, so now I’m trying to put a better
quality calf out there, which basically says
marbling.”
Martin knows he doesn’t have the
marbling he needs because he knows his
numbers. From April to May of 2017,
67 percent of the calves CRI fed graded
Choice or higher. But only 22 percent of
Martin’s calves graded that high. Numbers
like that just fuel Martin’s fire.

work economically.
“I am proving my bull herd over time,”
he says. “Every time I need to replenish
my bull battery, I’m buying better bulls.”
In the beginning, Martin admits he was
just selling a hoofed animal. But about
10 years ago, he decided to try to take advantage of some of the quality premiums
available, so he began using a multiple
EPD sire selection criterion.
“I used to buy 190 TSIs, then I bought

(continued on page 12)

SELLING CHAROLAIS BULLS WAY OUT WEST!
FIRST ANNUAL

ANGUS ALLIANCE
BULL SALE

Offering Sons of —

Friday, February 16 Bonina Sale Facility Eltopia, WA

Lunch at 11:00 AM

Sale at 12:30 PM

Featuring 100
Registered Angus and
Charolais Bulls

Also offering a select group of Angus
influenced open heifers from Dixon Land
and Livestock

THE

ANGUS

He Sells!
Patriot x No Doubt
Top 15% WW, YW; 9% TSI

ALLIANCE—

RON & SHELLEY ROSENBERGER
Hayden Lake, Idaho
Ranch 208-664-7527 www.rockingrcattleco.com
MIKE & CHELSEA HAJNY
Ellensburg, Washington
509-899-9451 www.hajnylandandlivestock.com

M6 THE FORCE 511 P ET
Full Brother to Bells & Whistles
Top 10% WW • 15% YW • 8% M
3 % TM • 4% REA • 10% TSI

WC RELIABLE 4010 P
Long Distance x Ledger x J139
Balanced numbers • Calving Ease
TSI: 209

LT PATRIOT 4004 PLD
WW & YW Trait Leader

LT LEDGER 0332 P
Highly Proven Results

Featuring Charolais Bulls From:

CLIFT LIVESTOCK Kerry, Brigid & Cora Clift
Ellensburg, WA
509-929-2079 www.cliftlivestock.net
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Charolais on the Rail
(continued from page 4)

competition. Mafi advises Charolais breeders and commercial bull buyers to use the
current genetic tools available to find the
cattle within the breed that do have high
marbling characteristics.
“I think there’s [high marbling cattle]
in every breed, and I think identifying
those—and you can’t be a single trait
selector by any means—with marbling and
growth, or to make those matings and do
both things, is ideal,” she said.
Pounds vs. Quality
Recognizing today’s quality driven market and picky, affluent American consumer, Mafi put to rest any theory that a loss
of quality grade premium can be offset by
selling more pounds of beef per head.
“I think that especially when you get
into Prime premiums and even when the
Choice-Select spreads are really large,
there’s no way,” she countered. “A lot of
times in the market, the added weight,
unless it was very efficient to produce,
doesn’t compensate.”
If a producer knows his cattle will earn
a lower quality grade, the best way to take
advantage of extra pounds would be when
the Choice-Select spread is minimal,
said Mafi.

A more reliable approach to marketing
Charolais beef is working with an alliance
or qualifying for a certified program, recommended Mafi. There are programs that
utilize other colors, but a lot of packers
only pay premiums if the cattle qualify for
the Certified Angus Beef ® brand.
Because of this gap in the system,
Mafi encouraged the Charolais breed to
negotiate with established alliances to
do a better job of tracking, accepting and
paying premiums for carcasses that meet
specifications.
“There’s so many certified programs,
every carcass has a place to fit in a program. It’s just finding the right packer and
program to make those things work,”
she said.
But, Dr. Mafi, if quality is so important
and such a driver, why is ground beef still
the No. 1 beef item in America?
She had an answer for that question,
too!
“We do eat a lot of ground beef,” she
admits. “I think it’s very important in
our market, but I think consumers continue to demand high quality beef. They
really enjoy steak and different whole
muscle cuts.”
We need to provide whole muscle, center-of-the-plate, high quality beef products
that are affordable for all of our consum-

ers, and that’s where value-added cuts
enter the marketplace, said Mafi.
Value-Added Cuts
A potential area of increased marketability for Charolais beef is the emerging alternative cuts or value-added cuts
movement.
In December 2017, the National Restaurant Association released its “What’s Hot”
for menu trends in 2018 list. Topping the
20 item list was “new cuts of meat.” It
listed shoulder tender, oyster steak, Vegas
Strip steak and the Merlot cut as hot,
trendy beef cuts for the coming year.
“Beef is in demand,” stated Mafi.
Affordable, tasty and portion controlled
beef is also in demand. As carcasses have
increased in size, chefs and food service
professionals have had to get creative in
order to keep beef center of the plate.
“There’s so many more people that are
experimenting with cooking on their own,
becoming foodies. A lot of the different
ship-to-home meal kits are utilizing some
of those cuts too. There are a lot of differences in the culinary world, and I think
[new cuts are] something different,”
Mafi said.
The majority of the value-added cuts
originate in the chuck or round primals. A
few are coming from different fabrication

methods of the rib and loin, but we already
have strong demand for those cuts, she
said. We can utilize these round and chuck
cuts cheaper than the middle meats and
create added value for the end primals.
For instance, three new cuts have been
developed from the whole beef shoulder
clod: the top blade, the shoulder tender
and the shoulder arm roast. CattleFax estimates fabricating these three cuts from the
clod adds between $50-$70 per head.
In some cases, bigger, heavier muscled
carcasses can add even more value to
these alternative cuts. In many instances,
these cuts are nestled between other larger
muscles, so it takes some cutting work
to get them out. The petite tender, for
example, is a small cut, so taking it from a
heavy muscled carcass vs. a light muscled
carcass is going to add weight and value to
the cut, said Mafi.
As we continue to deal with more heavily muscled carcasses, we’re going to see
more new cuts and cutting styles emerge,
Mafi predicted.
The takeaway for a Charolais breeder
and commercial bull buyer is this: Continue to produce high growth, high efficiency
cattle; improve marbling; market fed cattle
to the right packer with the right program
and don’t forget, value-added cuts are
the future.

CHAROLAIS EDGE

page 11

page 12

Winter 2018

Increasing Marbling…
(continued from page 8)

Bull Sale

Platte, South Dakota

April 14 , 2018 • 1 p.m.

DAVID MASON th
Phone & Fax: (605) 337-2521
Cell: (605) 680-0780

CLARENCE E. MASON
Phone: (605) 337-3545
www.pvfcharolais.com

Platte Livestock Auction, Platte, SD

Selling 65 Calving Ease Bulls including —

“That shows you,” says Martin, “I don’t
have the marbling that I needed back then
to get those good-graded carcasses. But
on the other hand, I have a lot of pounds. I
have a big steer. I’m trying to balance that
with more marbling.”
By using EPDs, parentage testing and
carcass data, Martin is running a privately-funded scientific study on the usefulness of EPDs in a commercial environment with real money on the line.
“Mainly what I’ve done is I have proven
that EPDs work in a commercial environ-

“I need a really durable bull,” he says.
But to the Charolais breed’s credit, Martin has a 7-year-old bull still on his place.
Female Factor
Martin isn’t naive. He knows his cows
play a role in his marbling conundrum.
However, his credence in knowing his
numbers has shown he must be careful in
his heifer selection. Martin openly admits
his replacement heifer selection program is
failing. As nice as quality beef premiums
are, it’s a delicate economic balance to buy
replacement heifers with known EPDs.
When recently shopping for heifers,

45 Yearlings • 20 Falls

LT Reserve 3274 — 13 sons sell

Herd Sires represented in offering:
LT Long Distance 9001 Pld
LT Ledger 0332 P
LT Asset 2353 Pld
SCC O’Reilly 181C
BHC Sir Wind 527
WCR Sir County Line 5125
TR Mr Bonafide 4701 ET
LKD Ty Rex 385
PVF Ledger 1283
PVF Silver Diamond 3192

For More information Contact—

DAVID MASON
(605) 680-0780

www.pvfcharolais.com

ment,” he states. “I can tell you that 70-80
percent of my calves follow the EPD of
that bull.”
Because Martin has the data behind, in
front and around him, he holds everyone
in the production chain accountable, especially the seedstock industry.
“I’ve got these higher end marbling
bulls, and they better produce that higher
end marbling calf or I’m going to go back
and say, ‘Hey Charolais folks, I don’t
believe your EPD data. It doesn’t pan out
in a commercial environment.’”
However, Martin admits he has proven
the gain EPDs from the Charolais seedstock industry and this year weaned calves
weighing 690 pounds.
Martin says he will not compromise a
sturdy, strong bull for high quality beef.
He wants both.
He describes his range as “rough territory.” He grazes cattle on 13,000 acres
of steep hills, rocks and canyons, and
hot weather.

Martin tells, “I found three sets of heifers.
I loved them. I loved their EPDs. They
were good looking heifers, and I bid on
them. I couldn’t buy them. They went for
$2,350. I came back to Texas, and I bought
two truckloads of heifers delivered to the
ranch for $1,575, so you look at that, that’s
a $775 delta. You’re giving away all and
more of your grading profit.”
The problem is Martin knows nothing about his new heifers from a genetic
standpoint.
Martin says he prefers an F1 cross black
baldie heifer, but he operates on economics not preference.
“I found plenty of heifers for $1,800$1,850 that are black baldies that I like,
but I like an Angus heifer at $1,575 better
than an F1 at $1,850.”
For now, he will rely on his Charolais
bulls to accelerate the marbling potential
in his terminal calves and you can bet
he will continue to keep a record of all
progress.
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DOLL

Charolais & Simmental Genetics
Tuesday

Production Sale

Selling Top Genetics in Both Breeds

Raising Charolais since 1958 and Simmentals since 1968.
A special thank you to all our present and new customers.

DCR Mr E 92

BD: 2-18-17 BW:92 AWW/R: 855lbs/102
EPDS: BW/2.2 WW/34 YW/63 MLK/11 MTL/28
TSI/203(top30%) Sire: DCR MR Commisioner C49
Dam: DCR MS Advancer C416

DCR Mr E22

BD: 2- 8-17 BW:85 AWW/R: 899lbs/107
EPDS: BW/0.5 WW/41 YW/75 MLK/10 MTL/30
TSI/220(top 5%)
Sire: NGC Lender 404B ET
Dam: DCR Mis Solution C271

BD: 2-19-17 BW: 93 AWW/R: 922/110
EPDS: BW/1.2 WW/34 YW/54 MLK/20 MTL/37
TSI/195(top50%)
Sire: WCR Sir Duke 8141
Dam: DCR Ms On Fire C105

Directions:
West of Bismarck, ND.
Take I-94 to exit 134.
Go 2 miles north 1 mile west.

38th Annual

March 6, 2018 1:30 p.m. Kist Livestock, Mandan, ND

Auctioneer: Lynn Weishaar

DCR Mr E101
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100 Spring Charolais Bulls
60 Spring Simmental Bulls
5 Open Charolais & Simmental Heifers

DCR Mr E199

BD: 3-1-17 BW:94 AWW/R:935/113
EPDS: BW/0.8 WW/38 YW/60 MLK/3
MTL/21 TSI/ NA
Sire: HC Century 509C
Dam: DCR MS Wrangler Girl B27

DCR Mr E320

BD: 3- 11-17 BW/78 AWW/R:923/111
EPDS: BW/-3.4 WW/30
YW/54 MLK/16 MTL/31 TSI/199(top 40%)
Sire: DCR MR Sir Handy Man B247
Dam: DCR MS Buckle Y250

Doll

Charolais Ranch
Raising top Charolais since 1958.
Visitors Always Welcome.
www.dollranch.net
3991 36th Street
New Salem, ND 58563
dollfarm@westriv.com
dollboyz@westriv.com

DCR Mr E305

BD: 3- 10-17 BW:104 AWW/R:890/107
EPDS: BW/2.1 WW/34 YW/57 MLK/9
MTL/26 TSI/196(top 45%)
Sire: DCR MR Subsatnce A240
Dam: DCR MS LAdy Tough A115

DCR Mr E148

BD: 2-25-17 BW:98 AWW/R: 96/108
EPDS: BW/2.5 WW/37 yw/75 MLK/4 MTL/23
TSI/220(top 5%)
Sire: NGC Celebrate 508CET
Dam: DCR MS Yankee Girl B185

DCR Mr E345

BD: 3- 14/17 BW:88 AWW/R-970/117
EPDS: BW/0.5 WW/45 YW79 MLK/13
MTL/36 TSI/220(top 5%)
Sire: DCR Mr Commisioner C49
Dam: DCR Miss Lady Duke A431

Charles and Pamela Doll 701-843-8673
Harlan and Jodie Doll 701-843-8771
David and Donna Doll 701-843-7947
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Searching for
a Herd Sire?
Call about these VCR prospects selling in the
South Dakota Winter Sales.
Black Hills Stock Show
Tuesday, January 30 — Rapid City, S.D.
Herd Sire Prospects –
• VCR Silverman 733 P
2-17-17 M896808 AWW/R: 767 lbs./105
EPDs: BW: -1.0 WW: 37 YW: 71 TM: 20 TSI: 211
Sire: VCR Sir Silverman 508 P Dam: Tradition 066 x Rio Blanco x 914

Top 25% BW, 15% WW, TSI; 10% YW

• VCR Herdsman 782 P
3-2-17 M896807 AWW/R: 717 lbs.
EPDs: BW: 0.1 WW: 39 YW: 81 M: 11 TM: 21 TSI: 223
Sire: VCR Ledger 523 P Dam: Silverman 508 x Vision 4246 x 914
Top 10% WW; 3% YW, TSI

South Dakota Showplace
Wednesday, February 7 — Watertown, S.D.
Herd Sire Prospect –
• VCR Herdsman 7127 P
3-10-17 M8896810 AWW/R: 806 lbs./110
EPDs: BW: 0.2 WW: 41 YW: 75 TM: 30 TSI: 219
Sire: VCR Ledger 523 P Dam: Grid Maker x Budsmydad x 914
Top 7% WW, YW; 15% TM, MB; TSI: 219

Bulls with Balance & Predictability!
We also have 20 fall 2016 born and 80 spring 2017 born quality
performance polled bulls available at private treaty.

Relevant Trait & Profitability Sires
Extreme Length of Body

Power + Balance

VCR Area Code 605 P

CCC Lincoln 504 P

Top 2% WW; 1% YW, TSI; 15% TM

Top 6% CE; 20 % BW, TM; 15% WW, MCE

Next Step 914 Son

VCR Sir Duke 352 P
Top 25% BW, M; 30% MB; 35% TM

Stop by the ranch or
give us a call!

Vedvei Charolais
Alan & Deb Vedvei
44213 204th St. • Lake Preston, South Dakota 57249
(605) 847-4529 • vedveicharolais@gmail.com

www.vedveicharolais.com

2000 AICA Seedstock Producer of the Year

Minimizing Pain is Important
to Improving Animal Welfare
Award winning veterinary researcher seeks to take
the pain out of cattle procedure.
By Joe Montgomery

A calf’s ear may be the best location for
delivering a new vaccine with a dual purpose: relieving pain while also preventing
unwanted pregnancies in cattle.
This approach was deemed sound
enough to merit a $500,000 grant from the
U.S. Department of Agriculture’s National
Institute of Food and Agriculture, or NIFA,
for Hans Coetzee, head of anatomy and
physiology in K-State’s College of Veterinary Medicine and his collaborator, Doug
Jones, a professor at Iowa State University.
Coetzee’s career has long focused on
finding ways to relieve pain in cattle, which
has already resulted in national and international recognition earlier this year. In July,
he was presented with the 2017 Animal
Welfare award by the American Veterinary Medical Association. In August, he
was invited to South Korea where he was
presented with the CEVA Global Animal
Welfare Award by the World Veterinary
Association.
In October, NIFA announced a list of
39 projects nationwide to receive funding
through its Agriculture and Food Research Initiative program. The College
of Veterinary Medicine was selected to
receive more than $1.7 million in funding,
including Coetzee’s project, “Optimizing
an Immunocastration Vaccine Ear Implant
to Prevent Pain Associated with Bovine
Castration.”
“Our project will specifically work to
optimize a long lasting vaccine implanted
under the skin of the ear to direct the calf’s
immune response to disrupt the development of the male reproductive organs,” Coetzee said. “Knowledge gained from this
proposal will address current animal welfare concerns and will have an immediate
and significant impact on the sustainability
of U.S. beef production systems.”
Coetzee said that physical castration of
male calves destined for beef production
has been one of the most common livestock management practices performed in
the United States, amounting to about 10
million procedures per year. Benefits include a reduction in unwanted pregnancies,
improved meat quality and fewer injuries
in confinement operations.
“Pain experienced during physical castration is a significant animal welfare concern,” Coetzee said. “It is therefore critical
for livestock producers to develop practical

Hans Coetzee

and cost effective strategies to reduce the
negative impact of surgical castration on
beef cattle welfare and production. The
long term goal of our research group is to
improve animal welfare through the development of practical strategies to alleviate
pain associated with castration.”

In collaboration with researchers affiliated with the Nanovaccine Institute at Iowa
State University, Coetzee’s research group
has already developed a prototype of an
implant that reduces testicular development in calves, but wants to determine the
impact of age on the ability of the vaccine
implant to produce effective immunocastration in calves throughout the production
cycle.
“Our hypothesis is that the implant will
be effective regardless whether it is administered to newborn calves, weaned calves
or yearling calves,” Coetzee said. “We
believe this research will deliver a technology that can eliminate pain associated with
castration in cattle regardless of when the
immunocastration implant is administered
during the production cycle.”
This research will be supported by the
Agriculture and Food Research Initiative
Competitive Grant No. 2017-67015-27124
from the USDA National Institute of Food
and Agriculture.

CHAROLAIS EDGE

Expanding Trade Through
B2B Trade Missions

NCBA Welcomes Updates
to Beef Standards

Together, the Kansas Department of
Agriculture and the Kansas Department of
Commerce were awarded a $380,000 State
Trade Expansion Program (STEP) Grant
award for use in 2018. Since the grant’s
inception in 2012, more than 50 Kansas
small businesses have participated and
achieved $17.2 million in actual export
sales. To further broaden Kansas’ exporter
base and to increase the export value and
volume, the two departments have joined
forces during the 2018 grant year to focus
on three main areas: export training, foreign trade shows and trade missions, and
market entry support.
The following KDA STEP Grant trade
missions are planned for 2018. All dates
are tentative.
• Petfood Forum Asia, Bangkok, Thailand, March 27-29, 2018
• 21st Century: Food, Feed and Fuel
for a Rapidly Changing World, Cape
Town, South Africa, April 9-13, 2018
• Beef Australia, Rockhampton, Australia, May 6-12, 2018
• AGRO 2018, Kiev, Ukraine, June 6-9,
2018

Recently, NCBA President Craig Uden
released the following statement in response to the notice from the United States
Department of Agriculture (USDA) that it
is revising the United States Standards for
Grades of Carcass Beef (beef standards):
“Today’s update to the beef standards
will benefit U.S. beef producers in every
segment of our industry. By basing carcass
quality grades on the most current scientific data available, we will improve grading
accuracy and ensure that producers are
getting maximum value out of each head.
We are grateful to Secretary Perdue and
the staff at USDA for implementing this
decision, which demonstrates their continued commitment to supporting American
cattlemen and women.”

• Vietnam, aquaculture focused trade
mission, location/date TBD
Additionally, KDA has planned the
following U.S. Livestock Genetics Export
trade missions in 2018. The goal of these
missions is to provide an opportunity for
Kansas’ purebred cattle producers and allied industry to develop relationships with
livestock producers to increase market
opportunities for U.S. and Kansas beef and
dairy genetics.
• AgroFarm Russia, Moscow, Russia,
February 6-8, 2018
• Beef Australia, May 6-12, 2018
• Argentina, late July 2018
Applications for trade missions are
due approximately two months prior
to tentative travel date. For additional
information about the 2018 international
travel opportunities and to apply for any
of the missions, please visit agriculture.
ks.gov/international or contact Suzanne
Ryan-Numrich, KDA international trade
director, at 785-564-6704 or suzanne.
numrich@ks.gov. Total Kansas agriculture
exports totaled $3.2 billion in 2016.

Background
Following a petition led by NCBA,
USDA’s Agricultural Marketing Service today announced that dentition and
documentation of actual age will now be
used as additional methods for classifying
maturity of carcasses.

page 15

Dentition is a method for measuring the
age of cattle based on their teeth. Cattle
with fewer than three incisors are classified as less than 30 months of age (MOA).
Three or more incisors indicate cattle are
more than 30 MOA.
Prior to the change, a significant portion
of cattle under 30 MOA were incorrectly deemed ineligible for USDA quality
grades because of limitations in the
process used to assess their age. Dentition
and/or documentation of actual age provides a more accurate assessment method.
Ultimately, this will ensure that more
carcasses are eligible for USDA quality
grades and allow producers to maximize
the value of each head.
A beef industry working group
composed of representatives from the
cow-calf, feeder, and packer segments
conservatively estimated that incorrect
classification of carcasses cost the industry
nearly $60 million annually. Carcasses
incorrectly classified were sold at an estimated discount of nearly $275 per head.
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Value
Versatility
Profitability
“Charolais cattle are extremely valuable in what we do every day.
They perform, convert, get large and do well. The packers desire
those cattle. When we put Charolais on the show list, there’s usually
a lot of aggression, a lot of desire to own them for a couple of reasons.
For one, the cutability is amazing. The cattle yield very well. There’s
nothing more desirable in the industry than a black-nosed Charolais.”
— Todd Sigmon, Manager
Dinklage Feedyards, Sidney, Nebraska

Yearling Weight
2016
2006

51.4
36.3

Ribeye Area

.34
.20

Marbling

.01

.06

CHAROLAIS

More pounds.

Increased carcass weights
n Increased weaning & yearling weights
n

AMERICAN-INTERNATIONAL
CHAROLAIS ASSOCIATION
11700 NW Plaza Circle
Kansas City, Missouri 64153
816.464.5977 • Fax: 816.464.5759
www.CHAROLAISUSA.com
© American-International Charolais Association 2018

AICA 10x10.75 bw-Edge.indd 1

More profit.

n

Lower birth weights, more live calves
n Improved yield grades
n Higher quality grades
n Industry-wide acceptance

12/21/17 4:44 PM
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Online
Auction

MARCH 19, 2018
All Bulls Sell Fully Guaranteed

C

charauctions.com

BRENTS HORSEPOWER 737 P
M898256, BW: 86, ADJ WW: 844
Sire: M6 New Standard 842 P ET

BRENTS NIGHT RIDER 708 P
M898255, BW: 81, ADJ WW:805
Sire: WC Big Ben 9036 P
Matthew Brent
22 County 657 Avenue,
Alton, KS 67623
(785) 984-2392
mpbrent@ruraltel.net
www.BrentCharolais.com

Sterling Eschenbaum
(605) 203-0137

Friday, April 13, 2018
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25th A N N U A L

70 Bulls Sell

Hard Working Bulls Built For The Commercial Industry

Saturday, March 3, 2018

Rocking G

1 p.m. • PF Sale Facility, On the Farm • Mtn. Grove, Mo.

Regist
ere

Legacy

Including the Peterson Red Hots — Charolais x Red Angus Composites
Real world production. Bulls developed in the Ozarks on fescue.

Sires Include—
ACE-ORR Efficient 972 Pld
DCF Prevalance 0953 P
M6 Makes It Easy 723 P ET
PF Mr New Impression 3146 Pld
Keys Bonus 88B Pld
M6 Bells & Whistles 258 P
Keys Tenacious 109X Pld

of W.M

View Catalog Online at:
www.charolaisusa.com
SALE MANAGER:

Clilfford Mitchell
(405) 246-6324
ccmosu@msn.com

olais—

Annual Bull Sale—

Pedigree • Calving Ease • Performance Selling sons and the influence of –

Saturday, March 3, 2018
Noon • Lamoni Livestock Auction, Lamoni IA.
In conjunction with Special Bred Cow Sale

Selling 35 Bulls

18 month olds • Select Yearlings
• Select from Sire Groups
• Delivery to adjoining states
• Complete Perfomance Data
• Guaranteed Trich and BVD Free

d Char

. Grace

WC Double Up 4128 P ET
WC CCC Blue October 4119 P ET
LT Long Distance 9001 Pld
WC-WCCC Rocketfuel 7109
LT Blue Value 7903 ET
LT Rio Bravo 3181 P
M6 New Standard 842 P ET
LT Ledger 0332 P

Selling 30 Females

Peterson
Farms
Charolais
Steve & Sandy Peterson
Jeremiah, Andrew & Joey

8767 Outer Road • Mtn. Grove, MO 65711
(417) 926-5336 • (417) 259-1493
Registered Charolais Breeders

3 year-old true fall calving bred
commercial Charolais cows

G

RACE FARM
FEEDLOT & RANCH

S

Rocking G

Rick Baxter, Manager
ALBANY, MO
660-425-2855
rbaxter8@me.com
Established 1967
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